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From the Universalist Magazine. 


{s- BALFOUR’S INQUIRY 


A work with this title has just issued 
from the press of Geo. Davidson, Charles- 
town. It isa large octavo volume of 448 
pages, and is very handsomely printed up- 
on good paper. ‘The writer of this arti- 
cle, in the little leisure time which has 
been allotted him since the work came out, 
has perused it with a high degree of plea- 
sure and profit- The path in which the 
writer has traveled, has not received the 
impress of frequent footsteps. It is in 
many respects new ; and this gives it addi- 
tional interest. 

It appears by the account the author has 
heretofore given, that he was first led to 
doubt the truth of the doctrine of endless 
misery, by reading. Prof. Stuart’s Letters 
to Mr. (now Dr.) Channing. Mr. Bat- 
FOUR was much esteemed by his orthodox 
brethren ; and it would be strange if there 
were not some things which would have 
prevailed over a man of flexible principles, 
to excite a prejudice in favor of endless 
misery. The following extract from his 
work willbe appropriate in this place. 

“* How far 1 am correct,” says he, “* my 
readers must judge for themselves. I hope 
they will, on the one hand, guard against 
receiving my error, if it be one, and on 
the other, beware of rejecting my views, if 
true, from prejudices ofeducation. Under 
the influence of these prejudices I began to 
examine this subject,and have been obliged 
to relinquish my former views of Gehen- 
na, from the force of the evidence | have 
already stated, and which I have yet to 
adduce on this subject.” 

We here see what we seldom see,—a 
man of learning, piety and respectability, 
surrounded by his orthodox friends, with 
whom he had formed the most endearing 
associations, and whose affection for him, 
we trust, has not decreased ; we see this 
man brought to doubt the truth of a doc- 
trine he has advocated for years. And we 
see him sit down with a determination of 
knowing, if possible, whether he bas long 
advocated truth or falsehood. Every thing 








conspires to induce him to give every ar- 
gument brought in defence of the doctrine 
of punishment in a future state, its greatest 
weight ; and allow no argument in favor of 
the opposite doctrine more influence upon 
bis mind, than it justly deserved. We see 
his prejudice? in array against him. He 
says, in a communication to a correspon- 
dent published before the Inquiry, “ I had 
formerly believed that Universal Salvation 
was a very pernicious error : Until I had, 
therefore, seen suflicient evidence to con- 
vince me, that I was mistaken, it would ill 
become a candid Inquirer after Truth, not 
to use all proper means to avoid (believing) 
it.’ * On the other hand,” says he, * L 
was not using means merely to avoid this, 
if it was an error, but was also using means 
to ascertain if this might not be truth ; 
and that I had formerly been mistaken.” 
We have seen this man’s prejudices run so 
high, as to induce him to say, “ J fear that 
if 1 am an henest man, I must bea Univer- 
salist.” After all, we have seen him pur- 
sue his inquiry until he was convinced that 
the doctrine he had before advocated was 
false. Butnow comes what would have 
been the bitterest part for some people, he 
avows his conviction to his congregation 
and the world: He says in the Inquiry, 
after having written at length concerning 
Matt. x. 28, and given: his reasons for not 
believing that by Gehenna was meant a 
place of misery in a future state, “ with 
such weight of evidence pressing on my 
mind, how could I do otherwise than hon- 
estily avow the convictions which this evi~ 
dence has produced, without violating my 
conscience, and forfeiting all claims to an 
honest minded man 2” : 
We here have an instance of what the 
force of evidence will do with a man of 
principle. Who will not say that Mr. 
Balfour began his Inquiry under circums 
stances disadvantageous to Universalism ? 
Who will say that he believed without evi- 
dence ? Who can say that he did not give 
every objection to it the fulest considera. 
tion, and every argument against it its 





greatest weight ? No pecuniary views 
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could have the least influence to,make him ; proof of which he adduces a lui: us quo- 


a Universalist. We must regard his con- 
version as a triumph of principle. 

The Ineurry which Mr. Balfour has 
published consists of two chapters, divided 
into a onmber of sections. In the first 
section of the first chapter all those passages 
of scripture are considered, in which the 
Hebrew word sheol occurs, which is ren- 
dered, in the common version, pit, grave 
and fell. It is here distinctly shown, by a 
variety of clear and striking arguments, 
that sheol had no reference to a place of 
punishment in a future state. We should 
be happy to quote many of these arguments 
in this place, but we hope the readers of 
the Magazine will all avail themselves of 
the privilege of reading the work. In this 
part of his Inquiry, he says, “ another fact 
equally certain 1s, that not only are the 
words eternal, everlasting, or forever, omit- 
ted in speaking of sheol or hell, but this 
place is not spoken about as a place of 
misery at all. Whether sheol is translated 
pit, grave, or hell, in not one of the passa- 
ges, is it described as a place of misery or 
punishment for the wicked, or for any one 
else. Before there need to be any dispute 
whether the punishment in this place is to 
be of eternal duration, we have got first to 
prove, that itis a place of punishment.” 

The next section of this chapter is devo- 
ted to the consideration of all :he passages 
of scripture in which the Greek word 
Had+s occurs. ‘This word auswers to the 
Hebrew Sheol. In translating sheol. the 
LXX. have almost invariabiy used hades. 
Hiudes occurs jus: eleven times in the New 
‘Testament, and is rendered, in the common 
version, once grave, and ten times hell. 
Mr. Baliour contends that this word ori- 
ginally had no reference to a place of fu- 
ture torment. The account of the rich 
man in Luke xvi. 23, he contends is a par- 
abolic representation. He admits that our 
Lord might here allude to what he calls 
the heathen notion of punishment after 
death, but not to recognize this notion as 
truth, any more than he recognized the 
god mammon, when he said, “ ye cannot 
serve God and mammon ;” or Paul the 
doctrine of witchcraft, when he said, ‘* O 
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you ;” 
or any more than we, when we say, such an 
one has got St. Anthony’s fire, another St 
Vitus’ dance, recognize the influence of 
these saints in producing these disorders. 
He contends that the Jews got their notion 








tation from Dr. Campbell, in the third sec- 
tion of this chapter. After considering all 
the passages in which hades occurs, Mr. 
B. says, “ these are all the passages in 
which the New Testament writers use the 
word hades, and which is once translated 
grave, and ten times hell in the common 
version. We think all must admit that itis 
never used to express a place of endless 
misery ; and some evidence has been given 
that it is never used to express a place of 
punishment of any kind.” 

The 3d section is devoted to the consid- 
eration of 2 Peter ii. 4. in which, and which 
only the word tartarus oecurs. Dr. Cam 
bell observes that the Jews, after their in- 
tercourse with the heathen, came to con- 
ceive of hades as including different sorts 
of habitations for ghosts ot different char- 
acters. ‘They did not receive of the hea- 
then the term Elysium, to signify those 
parts of Hades peopled with good spirits, 
but they used the word Paradise and the 
phrase, Abraham’s bosom. But they did 
not decline the use of the word tartarus. 
By this they signified that part of Hades 
in which evil spirits were confined. If we 
can believe Dr. Campbell, it is indisputa- 
ble that ‘he Jews learned their doctrine of 
punishment in Hades from the heathens 
with whom they bad intercourse. The 
word ‘Tartarus. as we have hinted, occurs 
but once in the Bible, and then in one of 
those books whose genuineness, says Ku- 
sebius, Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. had been dispu- 
ted by the early christian writers. Dr. 
Lardner says of these disputed books, 
“ ‘They should be allowed to be publicly 
read in Christian Assemblies, for the edifi- 
cation of the people, but not to be alleged 
as affording alone sufficient proof of any 
doctrine.” Lardner’s Hist. of the Apos- 
‘les, vol. 1. chap. ii. The authors of the 
Improved Version say, ‘ Some have tho’t 
the Ist and 3d chapters of the 2d epistle of 
Peter genuine, but from the difference of 
style have doubted of the second.” Ina 
note on 2 Peter ii. 4, in which Tartarus 
occurs, they further say,—* 1. The epistle 
itself is of doubtful authority. 2. From 
the change of style this is the most doubt- 
ful portion of theepistle. By those who 
admit the genuineness of the epistle, this 
chapter is supposed to have been a quota- 
tion from some ancient apochraphal book, 
and the apostle might not mean to give au- 
thority to the doctrine, but io argue with 
his readers upon known and allowed prin- 
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ciples. See Sherlock’s Diss. and Benson 


and Dod!ridge’s Introductions to this epis- . 


tle.” If Peter was the author of the pas- 
sage to which this note belongs, he may 
have used Tartarus emblematically with- 
out any intention to recognise the notion 
of the heathen as true. Our Lord undoubt- 
edly, in the parable of the rich man, uses 
H»des in this way. As the heathen used 
Tartarus, it might be made a striking em- 
blem of darkness. They looked upon it as 
a dark place. Hesiod represents it as black 
Tartarus. We find it called in Pope’s 
translation of Homer, ‘‘ the deep Tartarean 
gulph,” and “ murky Tartarus.”” The 
apostle speaks of delivering the ange!s that 
sinned, * into chains of darkness,’ which 
the authors of the improved version inter- 
pret to mean, “ judicial blindness of mind.” 
The doctrine of future punishment, so im- 
portant as it is represented to be, would not 
we think, if true, be rested upon such proof 
as this. At any rate, we do not feel satis- 
fied to receive it upon such “ precarious 
evidence.” As orthodox writers acknow- 
ledge that Tartarus does not refer to a 
place of endless punishment, it was not ne- 
cessary in the Inquiry, that much time 
should be spent in ascertaining whether it 
referred to that. After making an inter- 
€sting quotation from M. Le Clerc’s reli- 
gion of the ancient Greeks, Mr. Balfour 
says, “2, from the above quotation it ap- 
pears, that though punishment after death 
in Tartarus was believed by the heathen 
generally, yet the better informed among 
them did not believe “ in the fables of hell,” 
but turned them into ridicule. Juvenal 
took no part in those opinions of the vul- 
gar ; and Virgil says, ‘ It was the province 
of philosophy alone to shake off the yoke 
of custom, riveted by education.’ Is it not 
then strange, that a doctrine, which was 
invented by heathens, and treated with con- 
tempt by their own wisest men, should be 
a fundamental article in the faith of chris- 
tians ? How is this to be accounted for ? 
3. I may just add, that when the heathen 
were made converts to the christian faith, 
all allow that many of the previous notions 
were soon incorporated with it. This, toge- 
gether with the erroneous views held by 
the Jewish converts, laid a foundation for 


sucha corruption of christianity, which, if 


it were not altested by evidence indisputa- 
ble, could not be believed. That punish- 
ment in Hades, or T'artarus, after death, is 
not a part of this corruption of christianity 


derived from the heathen, at least deserves | 


very reverse must be proved.” 
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to be seriously considered. The evidence 
we have adduced, proving that it is, we 
submit to the reader’s judgment. To con- 
clude this chapter, we have shown that nei- 
ther Sheol, Hades, or Tartarus, is ever us- 
ed by the sacred writers to signify a place 
ofendless misery for the wicked. This 
was all we were bound to do, in opposing 
the common opinion on this subject. But 
we have also shown, that this opinion ori- 
ginated with the heathen ; and that the 
Jews learned it from them. To invalidate 
the evidence which has been produced, the 


The latter section concludes the first 
chapter of theInquiry. The 2d chapter is 
divided into seven sections. In the first, 
are remarks upon Dr, Campbell’s views of 
Gehenna ; in the 2d and 4th, a number of 
striking and interesting facts are stated, 
showing that Gebenna was not used by the 
New ‘Testament writers to express a place 
of endless misery. In the 3d all those 
passages of scripture in which Gehenna 
occurs, are considered : In the 5th, “ the 
«rgument arising fiom the Apocrypha and 
Targums, in favor of endlese misery in 
Geheuna or hell,” is considered : the 6th 
is devoted to the answering of objections, 
and the 7th to the author’s concluding re- 
marks, 

The remarks upon Dr. Campbell’s views 
of Gehenna are made in the spirit of chari- 
ty. Yet the subject is deeply penetrated, 
and the Doctov’s inconsistencies are clearly 
pointed out. In the latter part of the sec- 
tion where these remarks are found, the 
true sense in which the Old Testament 
writers use Ge hinnom (Gehenna) or to- 
phet, is shown. Remarking upon its em- 
blematical use, Mr. B. says, “ it is evident 
that they made tophet an emblem of pu- 
nishment, and of future punishment, but 
not of future eternal punishment in another 
state of existence. ‘This all will admit with- 
out any hesitation. It is equally evident 
that they made it an emblem of future tem- 
poral punishment to the Jews as a nation. 
Not a word is dropped, that this punish- 
ment was to bein a future state of existence, 
or of eternal duration. No; it is a punish- 
ment of a temporal nature, in this world. 
It is a prediction of miseries to be endured 
by the Jews, for their sins. It is not men- 
tioned as a punishment for wicked men 
generally, or for Jews and Gentiles indis- 
criminately. No ; the Jews, as a nation, 
were to suffer this punishment.” Bya 
comparison of our Saviour’s celebrated 
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prophecy concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem, with quotations from Jeremiah, 
Mr. Balfour makes it appear perfectly evi- 
dent, that Jeremiah used tophet as an em- 
blem of the very mieries of which our Sa- 
viour prophesied ; thus illustrating Christ’s 
awful interrogation to the Jews, “ Ye ser- 
pents, ye generation of vipers! how can 
e escape the damnation of Gehenna ?” 

The facts contained in the second and 
fourth sections prove, we should think, 
beyond controversy, that Gehenna was not 
used by the sacred writers to express a 

lace of punishment in the future state. 

The facts contained in these two sections 
are very strong evidence that Gehenna 
has no reference at all to punishment in 
another world. And when we review the 
section where all those passages in which 
Gehenna occurs are considered, the evi- 
dence of this appears irresistible. Con- 
cerning Matt. 23. 33, Mr. B. says, “ It is 
now seen that the context of this passage 
leads us not to interpret the words ‘ dam- 
nation of hell,’ of a punishment in a future 
state, but of the temporal calamities com- 
ing on the Jewish nation, during that gen- 
eration. If ever the context of any pas- 
sage decided in what sense the writer used 
a word, or phrase, it is entirely decided in 
the one before us.” 

In the fifth section, as we have said, the 
arguments arising from the Apochrypha 
and Targums, in favor of endless misery 
in Gehenna is considered. It is rather 
Jaughable that the Apochrypha should be 
quoted to establish the use of Gehenna, 
when the word is not found in it- Gehen- 
na is found in the Targums. But are we 
sure that the Targumists used Gehenna for 
a place of future misery? Is this certain ? 
Let any one read Ruth ii. 12, and Isaiah 
Xxxlil. 14, the 


der must consult the Inquiry for the best 
of ideas upon this subject. His time will 
not be unprofitably spent. The consider- 
ation of objections, and the conclusion of 
the work constitute the contents of the 6th 
and 7th, which are the last sections in this 
chapter, and in the book. Some new ob- 
jections are started, and some old ones 
answered with new and striking thoughts. 
We cheerfully recommend the whole 
work to the candid attention of the reli- 
gious community. We recommend it to 
our friends and opposers. The candid 
man who believes in a hell in the future 
state, must find his faith shaken before he 
gets through. We do not expect to see 
any answer to this book ; but if we do, we 
hope to see its important arguments con- 
sidered ; the body of its subject taken up : 
we hope to see the sense of the inspired 
writers soughtfor, in theiruse of the words, 
Sheol, Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna. 
We wish the writera full reward for his 
labors, not only ina pecuniary point of 
view : May he see his book do much good 
in the religious world. Dionysivs. 





RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

A Lecture on Gal. v. 1, delivered in Reo- 
chester, n. y. Jan. 18, 1824, by the Rey. 
J.S. Thompson. 

(Coucluded from page 151. ) 

There is another argument singular in 
|its kind, that the sacred right of conscious 
| judgment in religion, is to be inferred 
from the very principles and conduct of its 

opponents. Every usurpation on the 
rights of others, must have for its first po- 
sition, the right of man to judge for himself. 
That man who dictates to me a faith, has 
|assumed to himself, the very right which 
he denies to me ; and, unless he can pro- 








places in the Targums to! duce a patent from heaven for the exclu- 


which Whitby and Parkhurst refer us, and | sive exercise of this right, it is a fair con- 
see if he can make this out certainly. If| clusion from his own conduct, that it isa 
they did use Gehenna to signify a place of | right, felt and acknowledged to be inherent 
eternal misery, the people had not learned | in human nature and belonging to every 
this sense from them at the time of our! human being. Thus the oppressor of his 
Lord’s ministry. For the Targums were | fellow thought, when he determined for 
not written until about the time of Christ. | himself; and thus every man must think, 
From Prideaux we learn, that tie Jewish | when from any motive, he passes toa dif- 











writers say that Onkelos who was the au- ferent faith, or to a different worship. 


thor of the most ancient Targum, assisted | 


at the funeral of Gamaliel, who was Paul’s | 


master, so that the Targums could not 


The decision of the majority has been 
urged as suflicient to fix the faith and pre- 
scribe the worship of eyery member. But 
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have been written long before Christ. | no such power is deposited with any soci- 
The Jews then could not have been liable | ety. Religion is not a business that may 
to understand Christ, by Gehenna, to mean | be referred to numbers and to votes. Be- 
a place of future punishment. ‘The rea- sides it is not true, nor can it be, that the 
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faith of any nation in the world \ was derived 
from the conduct of the majority. The 
history of religion is a refutation of this 
pretended claim of a majority. All its 
most valuable movements, have originated 
from the manly freedom of a few ; and the 
triumph of their reason over inveterate 
errors and corruptions. Christianity be- 
gan with individuals, and had its founda- 
tion in the right which every christian con- 
vert assumed to himself of determining his 
faith and his mode of worshipping Jehovah. 

Conformity to national establishments, 
is an argument equally futile and prepus- 
terous. Ages passed before Christianity 
was in any form, the religion of the state : 
and the profeseors of christianity were the 
insulted minority. ‘The reformation was, 
in its origin and progress, the work of in- 
dividual dissent from established corrup- 
tions. Now we apprehend that if the reli- 
gon of the state be a good argument for 
conturmity, in defiance of conviction, nei- 
ther christianity nor the revival of it by the 
reformaion ought ever to have existed. 
Tntrusted with the sacred right of religious 
liberty, our ancestors scorned to betray it 
to either hope or fear. In defiance of the 
civil and ecclesiastical authorities, they 
persisted in dissent, and their manly con- 
stancy, their generous sacrifice even of life, 
in the cause of religious freedom, is deserv- 
edly praised by all posterity. A whole 
world enleagued against them could not 
yes them from their strong holds. 

. When men become indifferent about 
reli gious opinions, they generally adopt 
that false and delusive maxim, “ It but little 
matters what men believe if iheir moral con- 
duct be unblameable.” As this maxim 
supposes effects without a cause, it must 
appear, after the least examination, to be 
egregiously absurd. Without a firm belief 
of the great doctrines of our holy religion, 
there can be no faith, and without faith, 
there never can be, either pure morality or 


acceptable worship. As I consider a fixed 


creed the subject of faith, and faith the 
source of genuine morality, and that in pro- 
portion to the purity of a man’s creed will 
be that of his morals ; I cannot but regard 
those men as Atheists in disguise, who im- 
agine all attempts to reform mankind in 
faith and worship, as unnecessary and illib- 
eral. To this class of religious drones, 
every appearance of zeal or devotional 
warmth, is offensive and disgusting. Open 

ly to avow the religion of Jesus, or candid- 
ly to acknowledge a belief of evangelica] 
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or pretended philosophy, deaden the finer 










































sentimenti will be deeutled by them enthu- 
siastic, OF imprudent ; and seldom fail to 
give offence. How unlike the example of 
Jesus is such conduct! How unworthy 
the character of honest and rational men, 
I will leave them to reject and all right 
hearted christians to determine! But O 
my soul, come not thou into their secrets, 
mine honor be not thou united to this use- 
less. inactive and faithless assembly. 

When the son of God found merchants 
polluting the temple by their traflic, he 
drove them from that sacred place, and 
‘though his conduct appeared disgusting to 
the carelesé or interested, it directed the 
minds of his disciples to a passage in the 
Psalms, which foretold the zeal of the 
Messiah for the honor of God and the puri- 

of his worship. Whilst I believe that 
heaven has favored mankind with a reve- 
lation, whose authority and authenticity 
have been attested, | must feel an interest 
in the belief and promulgation, of those 
doctrines, which Christ taught by a divine 
mission, and which were disseminated by 
a train of holy martyrs, who valued not 
their lives, provided they coutribute to the 
furtherance and establishment of the chris- 
tian religion. Moreover when | read the 
following passages of scripture, “ Hold fast 
the form of sound words.” Contend earn- 
estly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” ‘* Prove all things.” Try the 


spirits.’ “ If any man preach another 
gospel let him be accursed.” ‘ 1 would 
thou were either cold or hot.” I musi be- 


lieve that all, who are indifferent are spend- 
thrifts of heaven’s bounty, and may be 
justly accounted unprofitable servants. 
He that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewardcr of them that 
diligently seek him. ‘To be careless about 
the religion of Jesus, is to be an unbeliever 
and consequently a subject of chastisement ; 
and to woaship God in a faithless lifeless 
manner, is asolemn mockery, affrontive to 
the God of heaven, who justly demands that 
all our affections and powers should be en- 
gaged in his service. , Let not then a foolish 


feelings of our nature, nor banish from our 
hearts either the generous affections. Let 
us reflect that though a medium ought al- 
ways to be preferred as being generally 
most safe, it is certainly as good to be 
scorched in the torrid zone of over heated 
zeal, as to be frozen to death in the frigid 








zone of sceptical indifference. 
It was the error of the last age, to lay too 
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much stress upon the meaus of religion, it 
is evidently the error of many in the pre- 
sent age, to pay too little attention to them ; 
and if the former error produced a spuri- 
ous kind of religion, the tendency of the 
present sentiments and conduct of many is 
to leave us no religion at all. Deeply we 
regret, that in any cause, except that of 
pure Christianity, mankind cheerfully sub- 
To become 
wise, the student pores over the lettered 
page, and exhausts the vigor of his youth 
over the midnight lamp. ‘T’o become rich, 
the tradesman is pent up from week to week 
perplexed with commercial cares, and tor- 
tured with corroding anxiety. ‘To become 
renowned in the annals of fame ; the navi- 
gator penetrates distant climes, braving 
the dangers of the ocean, and setting at 
defiance the horrors of shipwreck. Shall 
the evlightened christian then be the only 
character undistinguished for exertion ? 
Shall he alone fold together his arms and 
repose himself on the conch of indolence ? 
Why not fired with the ambition of acquir- 
ing sacred wisdom, of procuring the pearl 
of great price, and of obtaining that name 
which shall be had in everlasting remem- 
brance ? If you justly imagine that there 
has been a deviation from the original 
standard of faith and practice, and that the 
horrid rites of Moloch have been blended 
with the mild and benign religion of Jesus: 
It is yours to raise the tabernacle of David 
that is fallen ; and close up the breaches 
thereof; and to build it as in the days of 
oki. Ifthe universality of the divine love 
be a fevorite tenet which discriminates you 
from others, reflect that as benevolence 
was the only mo ive of action with the Dei- 
ty, so if shouid also stimulate you, te call 
into action all the capacities of your na- 
ture, to restore the light and love of primi- 
tive christianity ; ani thereby disperse the 
darkness and pariiality of a cancerous su- 
perstition. The divine benevolence is the 
crowning atiribute of Deity. It sheds a 
luminous glory over all the perpections of 
the Godhead. Ail sects are forced to ac- 
knowledge it, but some so circumscribe its 
extent that they diminish its amiableness ; 
therefore its nature and universality should 
be clearly stated—strenuously maintained, 
and devoutly contemplated. The very 
sentiments which characterize the Univer- 
salists, have their foundation in the immen- 
sity of Jehovah’s nature and _ perfections. 
May their agreement with scripture con- 


vince you of their importance : and may 





their importance inflame your hearts with 
the zeal which is according to knowledge. 
Arise then, vigorously to aid the best of 
causes, and thereby promote the interests 
of Christianity at large. Co-operate with 


the Divine being, by banishing the preva- _ 


lence of evil, and forwarding the reign of 
righteousness. The glorious gospel of the 
blessed God exhibited to the world in its 
ancient purity and simplicity will be the 
grand means of this important renovation, 
Its doctrines are rational, its precepts just, 
its examples imitable. It commuuicates 
light to the understanding, peace to the 
conscience, purity to the heart, and irradi- 
ates the darkness of the dying hour, by in- 
spiring the soul with a sure and certain 
hope of a joyful resurrection to eternal life. 
Adhere then generously to a faith which 
reason and revelation equally embrace, and 
show your sense of its worth by your con- 
sistency. If the many have deserted the 
standards of reason and revelation, glory 
in the reproach of being a dissenter and 
sectarian. Be not then content to think 
and reason well but act well also, Bring 
forth into full day, the energy and power of 
that doctrine, in which you glory ; and 
let your attention to God and a christian 
life, proclaim the generous source from 
which it springs. Nothing contributes 
more to holiness and happiness than pro- 
per notions of God and his holy religion. 
Who can consider Jehovah as his father, 
exercising his almighty power and wisdom, 
to protect, instruct and bless, and not love 
the fountain of mercy and goodness. Who 
can love and delight in God, and not be 
happy. The thing is impossible! He 
that loveth dwelleth in God and God in him; 
for God is love. When we contemplate 
the Almighty parent stretching out the 
earth for our present abode, whirling the 
spheres of heaven to enlighten our path, 
filling up the vast temple of nature with 
variegated scenery to charm our eyes by its 
pleasing prospects, and delight our hearts 
with agreeable sensations ; when we behold 
him operating the night for repose and the 
day for action ; when we consider him 
loving, pitying and pardoning his crea- 
tures even in the midst of rebellion against 
him, and swearing by himself that he wills 
our happines and meditates our eternal joy ; 
when we see him sending prophets, mes- 
sengers, apostles, and last of all his own 
son to teach us the way to himseif and glo- 
ry ; when we consider that all pain is fa- 


therly chastizement, and that his eternal , 
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purpose is the beatification of our whole 
species; lastly when we view him spreading 
abroad the heavens for our future and eter- 
nal home, how do our hearts glow with love 
to his sacred person, zeal for his cause, and 
desire to co-operate with him in all his de- 
signs. Who can know him and not love 
him? Whocan love him, and not desiré 
to be like him? This is holiness : this is 
liberty—this is heaven! Rouse up then 
your slumbering powers, and put on 
strength; and in the cause of God and the 
cause of truth, let us display our banners, 
and the Lord will fulfil all our prayers.— 
Amen. 


—_——— 


EPITOME GF DOCTRINE. 
No. 1. 


Believing that our readers would be 
much edified with a short account of the 
respective tenets now believed and preach- 
ed among us, we have concluded to devote 
several articles to this important and inter- 
esting subject. In doing this, we have 
several objectsin view. ‘The first is to ac- 
quaint our readers with the principles of 
those doctrines, which they hear named al- 
most daily, and understand but very imper- 
fectly. 2. We wish to present the public 
with a brief account of all the sentiments, 
that they may be better enabled to choose 
some opinion which they may deem most 
consonant to the moral character of Jeho- 
vah, most in agreement with the sound 
rules of practical piety, and most in accor- 
dance with the doctrines of the sacred scrip- 
tures. And 3. We wish to show to the 
world that it is the indispensable duty of a 
professedly impartial and independant edi- 
tor of a religious publication, to manifest a 
willingness, atleast, to give others as good 
a chance as he enjoys himself, and put into 
the hends of the candid reader ample data 
whereby he may furnish himself with the 
necessary means of believing what is 
most in accordance with the doctrines of 
Jesus and the sublime principles of reveal- 
ed truth, By these important objects we 
shall be governed in our future labors on 
this subject. 

Religion is a subject that immediately 
and exclusively concerns the creature and 
his Maker. To God is man alone account- 
abie for his faith. No power under heaven 
of a human nature, has any right to inter- 
fere in these things, and dictate to another 
the matter or form of his religion. Who- 
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ever attempts an abridgement of our reli- 
gious liberty, at once violates the laws of 
Jehovah, and treats with disrespect the 
mandate of heaven. Every attempt to 
coerce men intoa belief of any particular 
system of doctrine, or rule of religion, is a 
subversion of right and a prostration of the 
invaluable blessings proffered to us by the 
merciful hand of a bountiful Creator. Co- 
ersive measures cannot, and will not sub- 
serve the cause of virtue, but will only 
promote hypocrisy. Principles euforced 
with the naked bayonets, however laudable 
the object which originated them, evince 
that they gre founded in imbecility and 
destitute of intrinsic worth. It is false 
religion that needs the interference of the 
civil power, and the assistance of the sword. 
Truth needs not any such aid. It posses- 
ses an inherent property, that clothes it 
with peculiar force, and confers upon it an 
irresistible charm, and this is consistency. 
By the all potent and persuasive powers 
of naked reason is its kingdom to be ad- 
vanced. ‘Truth will finally conquer, will, 
in the end, prove triumphant. Its banners 
are now unfurled and with a voice as al- 
mighty: as the thunder of heaven and as 
penetrating as the vivid lightning, it calls. 
upon the offspring of a pure and indulgent 
Parent to engage in its cause. These 
form some of the reasons then, for our 
willingness to exhibitthe doctrines of others 
as well as our own. 


A sketch of the outlines of our epitome 
may not be unacceptible. We intend to 
embrace under a head of each system, an 
account of its principles, its progress, its 
most able advocates, and its present state. 
We shall incorporate in this account, as 
many of the arguments, by which the re- 
spective systems are supported and defend- 
ed, a3 our limits will permit. We may, as 
we go along, point out some of the most 
glaring inconsistencies, with which the sen- 
timent may be incumbered. In our exam- 
ination, we shall try all things by the im- 
mutable standard of the sacred oracles. 
We have nailed the banners, under which 
we fight, to the all towering mast of reason, 
and we intend to conquer or die in the 
conflict. We hope to be influenced by the 
principles of heaven born charity, and treat 
with candor and mildness the subjects we 
may notice. Our fervent prayer is that 
our feeble labors may prove abundantly 
successful and be of the most essential 
utility to our readers. Ed. 
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From the Gospel Herald. 
New-Orleans, Jan. 7, 1824. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Dear sir,—I have the pleasure to com- 
municate to you an account of the com- 
mencement and progress of truth inthis city. 
About the 20th of December, Mr. D. M. 
Cote arrived among us, from the upper 
country, and gave notice that he would de- 
liver a discourse on Universal Salvation the 
following sabbath, in the Market-house : 
the first time the glad tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to a// people, has been pro- 
claimed in this city ; and not without its 
consequent opposition and success. The 
Mayor issued his mandate, that if Mr. Cole 
attempted to preach in that public manner, 
he would be fined and imprisoned. Mr. 
Cole delivered his message of the purpose 
and love of God towards his children. The 
officers came too late to arrest him ; 
the truth had been proclaimed ; the pro- 
claimer found friends, though entirely un- 
known to any person favorable to the truth. 


A convenient house was procured for the 
next sabbath. The Mayor interfered, and 
ordered the owner not to open his doors, 
or suffer preaching in his house ; and that 
Mr. Cole would be arrested if he attempt- 
ed to preach, except on board some vessel 
in the river. We accordingly went on 
board a vessel. This opposition caused 
inquiry into the merits of the cause and the 
conduct of the authority. A house was 
again procured, and notice given for the 
next sabbath ; when we were allowed to 
worship God according to the dictates of 
our own understandings, without molesta- 
tion or interruption. Great numbers at- 
tended, and many brethren, before unknown 
to each other, from different parts of our 
country, met together, and united in the 
worship of * the God of the whole earth.” 


Meetings on the Sabbath have been re- 
gularly called, and we have had preaching, 
though Mr. Cole has left us ; and a sub- 
scription started for the biulding of a house. 
Mr. Cole is to return and preach for us 
next winter. The people here, through 
the blessing of God, will not, in future, be 
entirely destitute of the word of life, the 
“clad tidings of great jey, which shall be 
to all people.” 

Yours in the faith of the salvation of all 


through the merits of a Redeemer. 
N.S. ROSE. 

















NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

We are happy to hear, that Br. R. Car- 
rigue, who is now pastor of the Universal- 
ist church in Hudson, kas issued proposals 
for publishing a paper, to be ca'led “ Mes- 
senger of Peace.” Itis to be devoted to 
the cause of universal benevolence. We 
wish success to the contempiated work. 

Rhode-Island Baptist. A work by this 
title has been commenced in Providence, 
and is edited by Mr. Alien Brown. The 
editor was formerly a Calvinistic Baptist, 
but now proclaims a free salvation to the 
whole human family, providing. they will 
pay something for it. 

Christian Baptist. Several numbers of 
a work by this title have been issued. It 
is published at Buffalo, (Vir.) and edited by 
Mr. A. Campbell. This work is opposed 
to Missionaries and proposes to disseminate 
the principles of pure christianity. Tho’ 
we do not accord with all the views of the 
Editor of this paper, we deem it right to 
say, thai much ability and ingenuity are 
displayed in the management of this work. 

Bethlehem Star. Under this beautiful 
title a work has been commenced in Wood- 
stock, (Vt.) and is edited by Eider E. Rol- 
lins, and devoted to the cause of those who 
style themselves ** Christians.” 

The Christian. A paper by this title has 
lately been commenced at Philadelphia, 
under the patronage of the Unitarians. 

Gospel Palladium. A work by this title 
has been published for several months last 
at Warren, Rhode-Island. It is edited by 
Mr. Reuben Potter, jr. of the “ Christian” 
connexion. Although the editor’s princi- 
ples and ours do not agree, it is due him to 
say, that he has thus far evinced a liberality 
highly becoming an independent editor, 
and showed to the world, that he is not 
governed by those narrow and _ limited 
feelings that characterize the whole frater- 
nity of the professedly orthodox editors. 
This paper is neatly printed, contains 8 
pages quarto, and is issued semi-monthly. 





Newport Female Academy. 
FENHE Rey. A. Davis from Albany will commence 
the second term of his Female Academy, on 
the 18th inst. This institutioa is for the instruction of 
Misses in different departments of useful and polite 
Literature, N.B, Masters will be received in this 
Seminary till the compliment of young Ladies is 
completed. Mr, Davis has references from some of 
the first gentlemen in the state. 
Newport, Herkimer Co. March 1, 1824, 
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